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TEST DRIVE Db2 Web Query  
This hands-on lab is based on having installed the latest version of Db2 Web Query with the “EZ-
Install” package. This package includes all the Db2 Web Query software and pre-built sample 
reports and utilities, including:  

• Db2 Web Query Auditing reports – for example, see who is running the longest or most reports 

• Sample reports for the Systems Administrator – for example, track near real time utilization 

across multiple LPARs/Servers.  

• Ready to run Tutorials – learn how to build reports with the InfoAssist authoring tool. 

• Discover information about your current Query/400 environment with the included Query/400 

Discovery tool and sample reports built over the output files that the tool creates. 

 

For information on EZ-Install and how to request it, check out this blog entry at 

Ibm.biz/db2wqezinstall-info. Or you can always send an email to the IBM Db2 Web 

Query team at QU2@us.ibm.com 

 

PRE REQS:  You should have completed Module 1 

 

1 Getting to Know the BI Portal 

1.1 Signing into the BI Portal 

To work with Db2 Web Query all you need is a browser.  The following screens and instructions 
depict starting from a browser window.   
 

Bring up Internet Explorer (or whatever browser you’re using) 

Go to http://your.ip.address:12331/webquery   

Sign on as TEAMxx (or your own user id that was set up for you) 

 

 

This IBM i user profile has already been registered as a licensed Db2 Web Query user and has 

development access to the top-level folder “Db2 Web Query Training.”  

mailto:QU2@us.ibm.com
http://your.ip.address:12331/webquery
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Right-click on the Db2 Web Query Training top-level folder and select New→Folder.  
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Name the new folder Team xx Tutorials where xx is your team number. This is where you will 

store your work. We’ll get back to that later.  

 

 
 

Click OK to create the folder you will work with during this lab.  

1.2 Overview of the BI Portal 
The BI Portal is a standard interface into Db2 Web Query. There are actually other interfaces – 

Excel, for instance, or you could build your own application and embed Db2 Web Query reports 

within those. There is also a mobile app that could be your sole interface into working with Db2 

Web Query reports. For now, let’s look at the BI Portal.  

 

Note the tree structure on the left hand side. Under the “Repository” icon are several folders. 

These are call “Top-level Folders” and are where you store reporting objects.  

 

 

 

 

1.2.1 Working with Reporting Objects 

There are usually 2 or 3 ways to achieve the same action within Db2 Web Query. Either double 

click on “Century Electronics” or click on the arrow to the left of that top-level folder.  



                                            
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Page 5                                                                                      © 2020 IBM Corporation 
 

 

 

 

You should see all the completed tutorial report subfolders.  

 

Db2 Web Query authorities can also be set at a top-level folder level. If you didn’t have 

authorization to “Century Electronics” you would not have even see it in your tree structure. 

The instructor has already provided you with access to this folder.  

 

To work with objects in the tree, you can often right click and select the operation of desire 

from the popup menu, or sometimes just double click.  

 

Double Click on Assignment 01 sub-folder and then right click on the 1d report. Note the 

operations you can perform on that report, as well as the report icon .  
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A report object can be run, can be edited (if authorized), can be scheduled to run in the 

background (if authorized), can be sync’d with mobile devices by moving to the “add to Mobile 

Favorites” option, and there is also the concept of publishing a report so others with access to 

that top-level folder can operate on that report.  

 

Report objects are represented by a specific icon and consist of Reports , Charts/graphs , 

“schedules” (that describes the scheduling attributes of a report) , dashboards , HTML 

front ends , distribution lists , and uploaded objects (e.g., images or SQL scripts)  .  

 

 

In this case, you have been provided with a lot of authority!  

 

For now, either double click on that 1d report or right click and select run. The report 

runs in your current BI portal window. Note you can make your tree window or the report 

window larger or smaller by moving the dividing line that separates them by holding down the 

mouse on the line and dragging it to the left or right.  
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This simple report is a classic cross-tab report with data for multiple years, and totals. The 

background colors are set by a Stylesheet. There are many stylesheets that come with the 

product that you can choose from for different color schemes, and you can also edit a 

stylesheet to, for instance, add in a company logo to your reports, or change the color options.  

 

For now, let’s run a chart. Open up the “Assignment 04” folder and note that the icon is slightly 

different:  .  Run the 4e –Products Bubble Chart report 

(double click or right click and run).  

 

A prompt control is available to choose Product Type. This prompt screen was automatically 

built by Db2 Web Query when a parameter was specified as a filter in the report. The list box 

can be used to select that parameter (a.k.a., selection criteria).  

 

You can also build your own user interface for reports and charts/graphs. Perhaps you wanted 

to use a radio button or free form text input control for selecting the parameter. You can do 

that by front ending the report with something called a guided ad-hoc form. That is covered in 

the self-guided tutorials available from ibm.biz/db2wqezinstall.   

 

For now, leave “NO Selection” highlighted and click on the RUN button.  
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There are over 100 charts and graphs for you to choose from in Db2 Web Query to visualize 

data. This one is a bubble chart. As an aside, just about any report or chart/graph can be 

placed onto a dashboard, and there are several types of dashboards.  

 

Scroll down within the chart window. You’ll see that you have a chart represented for every 

product type. A bubble represents each product category for that product type. The location of 

the bubble reflects an intersection of quantity and revenue, and the size of the bubble reflects 

the value of the field “margin.”  
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1.2.2 How to Create a Personal BI Portal Dashboard 

 

The BI portal allows you to create a simple, personal dashboard (only the user signed on has 

that dashboard – although anyone with access to those reports could do the same for their own 

personal dashboard).  

 

Click on the new page icon next to the reporting tab: 

 

 

Right click on the page that now says Page 1: 

 

Select Change Title,  type in “Teamxx” (where xx is your team number) and hit enter:  

 

Right click on your Team xx tab and choose Page 

Layout and then click on FLUID CANVAS:  

 

Now let’s add a couple reports to your personal 

dashboard. A scenario for an end user to want to use 

a personal dashboard is just an easy way to have 

their “first thing in the morning I want to see…” 

reports pop up immediately.  

 

Note that a resource window has appeared on the 

right hand side. You’ll use that to drag those two 

favorite reports onto your dashboard.  
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In the resource tree on the right hand side, expand the Century Electronics folder by double 

clicking on it (if not already expanded). Also open up the “Assignment 01…” sub-folder.  

 

Select report 1d and drag it onto the left hand side of your BI Portal layout window. 

Subsequently, select report 1b and drag that to the right of the first report. Note how that 

part of the screen shows in blue. Fluid Canvas means you can place that report there, but move 

it around if you’d like to. Drop report 1B onto the canvas 

Close the RESOURCE window on the far right by clicking on the x (BE SURE TO CLICK ON THE 

x that is on that RESOURCE window and not the x that would close your entire portal session)! 

 

 

This opens up some more space to be able to view each report. Drag the Top 10 Products by 

Margin report to underneath the Revenue Summary report by grabbing the very top title line 

and dragging with mouse. Note areas that appear in blue to help you drop it where you want it.  
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You can grab the bottom chart and move it up a bit if you’d like to eliminate the space between 

the reports.  

 

 

 

Right click on the TEAM xx tab and select REFRESH and you’ll see that the reports are re-

run.  
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Sign out by clicking on the Sign Out link in the upper right hand corner (while you’re still on 

the BI Dashboard page):  

  

 

Sign back in again and note how you come into the dashboard, and the reports are run at that 

time. You can create many pages in a similar fashion to what we just did.  

 

There are many different dashboard capabilities. This is really the simplest form of a dashboard 

and is really a set of favorite reports on a single view.   

 

For now, let’s go back to the REPORTING tab by clicking on that in the upper left hand corner of 

the BI portal.   
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1.2.3 Using the Resources Window to Search for a Report 

In the upper right hand corner of the BI Portal you’ll see some hot links. Click on the 

RESOURCES link:  

 

 

 

This opens up a similar tree structure on the right hand side of the BI portal. It might seem 

subtle, but two differences in running reports under RESOURCES vs the tree on the left hand 

side are (1) the ability to search for a report using that “Filter” area, and (2) when you run a 

report it (by default) opens in a new window.  

 

Click on the Filter icon button to open up the input box. Enter KPI in the Filter On text entry 

area (leave “All” in the drop down box but note you can search for certain types of documents). 

Click on the magnifying glass icon next to the Type drop down list box.   

 

 

The search returned the “Century Electronics” and “Retail Samples” folders. Double click on 

“Century Electronics” and then the “Assignment 09…” folder you’ll see a report with KPI in the 

title.  
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Double Click on that 9g report.  

 

This dashboard will be seen in a new browser window. You may want to MAXIMIZE that window 

to see most of the dashboard.  

 

 

 

You’ll learn more about building dashboards like this as you go, but just know that you can 

build highly customizable front ends and dashboards for your user community such as this, 

which combines a company logo, three reports that are all associated with a user specified 

parameter, shown here as a list box for the parameter “Product Type.”  

 

Try selecting a different Product Type, like “Audio”, and hit the run button. See how all 3 charts 

are passed that parameter and altered to reflect that choice.  
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Again, if you pursue the self-guided tutorials in the IBM Redbook, you’ll actually build this very 

dashboard! 

 

Close the dashboard window and go back to your main BI Portal screen. You can also close the 

Resources tree on the right hand side by clicking on the X. 
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2 Sample Business Reports 

2.1 Century Electronics 
 

EZ-Install includes a folder that contains completed versions of the reports in the older Redbook 

tutorials. These reports are nice to get a feel for a variety of different looks and functions of 

reports and dashboards. A set of tutorials covering some of the Central Electronics reports are 

contained in the EZ-Install box location, or you may find them in the older Redbook, but just a 

word of caution – if you find the older Redbook (Version 2.1) just note that not all the screen 

shots will match up with the current level of code.   

 

When you install EZ-Install, the Century Electronics folder is not, by default, imported into the 

BI Portal tree, so you may not see it until you’ve imported the change management package 

containing these reports. For this lab, the instructor has imported those reports and they are all 

placed into subfolders that start with “Assignment….” We’ve already been using some of these.   

 

Let’s take a look at a few more examples.  

 

2.1.1 Leveraging Date Attributes 

 

Most reporting requirements involve a date aspect. For example, a report showing data within a 

date range, or certain fields that represent a date orientation, such as “TODAY-30.” Date 

processing in Db2 Web Query is very powerful, and again, there are probably 2-3 different 

ways you can implement these date functions. In addition, many i customers have their dates 

stored in fields that are not defined as true ISO date data types, but data types like packed 8 

decimal. This creates challenges for the end user to have to figure out how to get “today – 30” 

onto their report when the underlying field is a decimal field!  

 

Db2 Web Query is a metadata driven BI tool. The metadata layer is very powerful for dealing 

with data transformations that provide many benefits:  

• Shields the report author from having to know the underlying data structures 

• Defines calculated fields, or field formats, ONCE – versus having to do this in every report 

• Can be easily refreshed should an underlying database change be made, eliminating report 

maintenance 

• Create a “single version of the truth” repository so everyone is working off the same 

definition of virtual fields no matter 

Date processing is one area where metadata becomes very handy. Db2 Web Query EZ-Install 

provides both a sample date dimension table (DATE_CONV in library QWQCENT) as well as a 

utility to create a date table to match your desired date range or extend with other date 

attribute fields.  
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Within metadata, the date dimension table can be joined with the legacy file containing your 

packed 8 (or whatever format) date fields, and it becomes very simple to add all kinds of date 

attributes (day of week, year/qtr/month, fiscal period, etc.) to your report. You can build filters 

into reports to exclude holidays or weekends, and much more.  

 

EZ-Install has set up the metadata over the DATE_CONV sample date dimension table in 

QWQCENT library. Below is a representation of joining the file/table containing your legacy dae 

with the DATE_CONV file.  

 

 

 

Refer to the chapter on Sample Systems Administration reports to learn about the 

CREATE_DATE_TABLE utility to build your own! 

 

 

Open up the Century Electronics and Assignment 02 sub-folder and double click on 

report 2c.  In this report we’ve added a date attribute that reflects the season of the year that 

the date falls into, and then summarized the information.  
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This report includes SEASON. It actually shows the column header as DC_SEASON which is not 

necessarily what you should do for an end user. I.e., the end user doesn’t care that your DC_ 

prefix is done for you to know that this came from the Data Dimension (or Date Conversion) 

table. So it would probably make more sense to change that to just SEASON. You can either do 

that in the metadata (one time) which would be the best practice, or just change the field TITLE 

in the report.     
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2.1.2 Other Report Features 

  

There are any number of report features that come with the product. You can run through the 

many sample reports in the Century Electronics folder on your own.  

 

For now, let’s take a look at just a couple. Make sure “Assignment 03” sub folder is expanded. 

Double click on report 3b – Accordion. Note that each country has a  next to it. This 

indicates that you can expand that selection.  

Click the plus sign next to FRANCE, and then subsequently click on Ile de France.   

 

 

An accordion report is an easy way to see the details that make up a summary value.  

 

Now click on 3c – Pages on Demand in the tree structure on the left.  This is just another 

feature you can easily apply to a report that provides a nice way to navigate to a page of a 

large report, either by selecting a specific page number, or using the search bar at the bottom. 

When you use the search bar, the result is the PAGE of where that result is found (this is not a 

filtering of records based on your search criteria – you can do that, but in a different type of 

report feature)!  
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In the Page input area, type in page 21 and hit the page icon next to it. 

 

 

You just jumped to page 21. Go back to where you were by clicking on the “first page” icon. 

 

 

In the search bar, type in “West South Central” and click on the binoculars icon.  
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At the bottom you can see you jumped to page 26. That is because you jumped to the page 

containing the first instance of that search criteria. You’ll need to scroll down on that page to 

see the records related to your search criteria.  

 

 

 

You might try running some of the other reports in the Assignment 03 folder. The Excel report 

assumes you have Excel or an Excel viewer on your laptop as it downloads the report directly 

into a new sheet.  
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2.1.3 Active Reports 

 

“Active” are also known as HTML Analytical Documents. These reports are a report output type 

that allows an end user to manipulate the view of the data after the report is run. It is often 

positioned as a good technology for mobile computing because you could run the report in the 

background, email it out to a user with email on their tablet, and then they could work with 

that report offline.  

 

Double click on the 3g – Active Report Revenue and Profit Report.  
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All these down arrows to the right of field names are a sign that this is an “Active” report. Click 

on the down arrow next to the field “Margin”, you’ll see a pop up menu that allows you to 

operate on the report with report level, or field level manipulation.   

 

 

 

 

You can sort on a field, filter the records, add a calculated field, create a chart or rollup on the 

fly, even use a pivot tool to create a pivot type report.  

 

For now, let’s hide the “Margin” field from this report (we can always bring it back in at any 

time). Click on Hide Column.  

 

Let’s sort the records by Revenue. Click on the down arrow to the right of “Revenue” and 

select “Sort Descending.”  

 

 

 

Turn on a visualization bar for Revenue. Click on the down arrow for “Revenue” and select 

“Visualize.” Do the same for the “Profit” field by clicking on the down arrow to the right of 

Profit and selecting “Visualize.”  
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The visualization bars can make it easier to compare values across two columns. Scroll down to 

the record for Audio/Speakers and see how it is easy to tell that this is a high profit product 

with low revenue. Also note that as you scroll across the records, they are highlighted, in this 

case in orange. You can control the color schemes used in Active Reports within the report 

authoring tool called InfoAssist (which we’ll get to in a few minutes).  

 

 

 

You might want to add a comment to this record identifying it as something to take action on.  

 

Click on the “Speakers” text in the 2nd column and select COMMENTS.  

 

 

 

Add a comment and then click on the ADD COMMENT button.  
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Note that the cell in the report now indicates there is a comment behind it.  

 

If you wanted to, you could send this report to a colleague, perhaps the sales manager 

responsible for Audio Products! 

 

 

 

Perhaps we want to see if this is a pattern across all types of speakers. Click on the Speakers 

cell again and select “Filter Cell.”  

 

 

 

The data view changes to just show records with Product Category = “Speakers.” Now with this 

subset of records it’s also a lot easier to see the comparisons across columns by looking at the 

numbers (and yes, we eliminated the “MARGIN” field which would also be a good indicator)! 

 

 



                                            
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Page 26                                                                                      © 2020 IBM Corporation 
 

 

 

Let’s add that Margin field back in. Click on the down arrow next to Profit and choose “Show 

Columns” and “Margin.”  

 

 

 

 

Sort on Margin by clicking on the down arrow next to Margin and choosing “Sort 

Descending.”  
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Now it’s quite easy to see that indeed the type of speakers we added the comment to are high 

margin products, but other types of Speakers look pretty profitable as well! 

 

 

 

One last thing – let’s build a simple chart to reflect this story. Click again on the down arrow 

next to Margin and choose CHART -> LINE -> Product Name. 
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Upon seeing this, it’s possible a bar chart or pie chart might have been a better choice. Click 

on the Pie Chart Icon in the toolbar at the top.  

 

 

 

This is better. If you move your cursor across one of the pieces of the pie you can see the pop-

up information window that shows what that represents.  
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This is just a taste of Active Reports, and keep in mind that these COULD be leveraged for 

those employees or clients using tablets or other mobile devices with all the function available 

to them on those devices as you would have just using a laptop browser. Db2 Web Query 

recognizes the type of device and renders the output to match the device, making it easier, for 

instance, to use your fingers or a stylus to manipulate the data views in the report or chart.  

 

Let’s go ahead and close the chart and move on! Click on the X in the upper right hand 

corner of the chart.  
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2.2 Retail Samples  

 

In this section we will take a look at some of the new (business oriented) sample reports and 

visualizations available as of Version 2.2.1.  

2.2.1 Reports 

 

Expand the Retail Samples folder, and the Reports sub-folder.  

 

 

Double click on the Margin by Product Category report to run this.  

 

Click on COMPUTERS and you’ll see a pop-up to allow you to drill down to Product 

Subcategory. This is an example of an auto-drill report where you can, within the same report 

object, drill up and down to different dimensional levels. 

 

Select “Drill down to Product Subcategory.”   
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Note that the in the upper left hand corner there is some information on where you’ve drilled 

to, and that you are now only looking at product subcategories under the “Computers” product 

set. In this report, you also see some traffic lighting (Tablet margins in green font), and 

visualization bars, which is a report feature that is nice for visually comparing values across 

several columns.  

 

Click on tablet and drill down to MODELS.  

 

Click on any of the model values in that Model column and select “restore original.”  
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Back on the BI Portal, in the Retail Samples -> Report folder, Click on the Quantity Sold by 

Stores report.  

 

 

  

 

As you’ve seen before, this is an “ACTIVE” report, sometimes called “In-Document Analytics.” If 

you click on any of the down triangles next to the column heading, you’ll see the pop up menu 

that allows you to manipulate the data view.  

 

But this report also leverages auto linking capabilities. Click on the store name “ROME.” 

Click on the Auto Links option and note that you have two other related reports that you can 

drill to by simply selecting the report of interest. This is a new feature in Version 2.2.1 that 

makes it very easy for a report author to enable a report as a parent or child report without 

having to specifically design links into every report.  
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Select the auto link report by Clicking on the GAUGE – Gross Profit by Sale Year report.  

 

Auto linking reports is a very powerful way to also have drill-down effect in your reports. Note 

the title of the chart includes the store name (in this case, ROME) in the header, making it clear 

to the end user that they drilled down on that store from the parent report.  

 

Close the gauge chart browser window.  

 

2.2.2 Charts 

Collapse the REPORTS folder and expand the CHARTs folder. Double click on the Choropleth 

Map – Sales by State chart.   
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Pause long enough to see the map center itself over the continental United States. This map is 

an example of a multi-layer map. The first layer reflects REVENUE based on color. The color 

scale on the right hand side helps to see that GREEN colored states have higher revenue than 

red colored states. The color scale, and the geographical locations (states in this case) are 

elements of the map you can alter, down to the Latitude/Longitude points if need be.  

 

 

 

Click on the LAYERS tab in the upper right hand corner.  
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In version 2.2.1, not only do you have 

geographical map visualizations, but you can add 

certain demographic layers on top of the maps. 

Today, these layers are somewhat restricted to 

U.S. data, but IBM expects to expand these 

layers and provide an ability to purchase 

additional layers from the cloud.  

 

Note the second layer is USA Projected Population Growth, and the “Opacity” slider bar. You 

can move the slider bar to make the layer stronger or weaker on the map. Try moving each 

of the slider bars to see the effect it has on the map. Note that deeper blue when the 

projected population slider is in a stronger position reflects a higher percentage of growth, 

compared to the light blue or grey colors. And these are measurements linked to counties 

within each state.  

 

A visual like this can be very powerful to perhaps target growth areas of the country that have 

previously been ignored by your marketing efforts. Keep in mind that while this is a standalone 

graphic, you could easily add this view to a dashboard as one of the several views on a single 

pane of glass! 

 

Back in the RETAIL SAMPLES -> CHARTS folder, Click on the Heatmap – Average Margin 

Product by Country chart.   
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This type of map shows average margin by color scale across countries (horizonal axis) and 

product subcategories (vertical access).  It also showing the measurement (average margin) by 

month across a 12 month period (this could be the last 12 months based on current date, or 

whatever 12 month period you set it to). The slider at the top of the chart adds “animation” to 

the heatmap. Move your mouse to hover over one of the cells of the heatmap to see 

information about that cell pop up.  

 

 

Click on the run button to start the animation and see how the colors of the 

heatmap change over time. If you noticed, Norway saw some major changes in the 11th month. 

Go back and move the time to month 11 by clicking right above the number 11. With 

animation, you can identify some anomaly in the data such as what happened to sales/profit in 

Norway in month 11, and then investigate it more (we could have added a drill down or a filter 

on country on this map, for example).  
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Click on the Treemap chart. Treemaps are really stuffed with information. In this chart, you see 

a measurement, average margin affecting the color of each box. The box represents a specific 

product MODEL grouped by product type. Even more interesting, the SIZE of the box reflects a 

2nd measurement, REVENUE.   

 

 

 

Note the Sanyo box is green, meaning its profits are excellent, but the size of the box is 

probably a little below average compared to the sizes of others. From this, you could ascertain 

that you really should be selling more of these models to drive more profit in your business! 

 

Feel free to double click on some of the other charts in this subfolder. Db2 Web Query comes 

with many different charts you can use in dashboards or standalone visualizations.  

 

When done, collapse the CHARTS subfolder.  
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2.2.3 HTML Analytical Documents 

 

Expand the DOCUMENTS subfolder. Double click on the Sales by region dashboard.  

 

 

You can use the scroll bars at the bottom and side of your browser window (or again, run this 

into a separate browser window using the resources button at the upper right hand of the BI 

Portal). This dashboard has a lot of information on it. At the top is a drop down control to filter 

by region. Click the drop down and select North America.  

 

 

All four views of the dashboard are altered to reflect the change. In this dashboard, we have a 

donut chart, the tree map you previously saw, and line chart, and an “active” or “in document 

analytics” data grid at the bottom. An “active” dashboard is a nice way to provide some user 

interaction with the data, even from a mobile device. With Db2 Web Query Standard Edition 

you could set up a schedule to run this report on a timed basis and distribute it out to users. 

Those users could be just using a browser or using the appropriate app for their tablet device.  

 

This dashboard also features “marquis filtering”, a new feature in Version 2.2.1. On the line 

chart we notice the last 3 months have been pretty good for the business. You can focus on 
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data just from those 3 months by dragging your mouse across the two lines to 

select/capture the 6 data points representing months 10, 11, and 12.  

 

 

Select the FILTER CHART option in the pop up window (but notice that you can also EXCLUDE 

these data points from your dashboard). 

 

 

Select some data points again and this time select REMOVE FILTER to go back to the original 

views.  

 

Try the marquis filtering on the donut chart. Select two elements of the chart, perhaps 

accessories and camcorders, by dragging your mouse with the left mouse button held 

down. Select FILTER CHART on the pop-up menu.  
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If you have Scheduler Edition or Standard Edition and were authorized to schedule this 

dashboard to run in the background you could right click on the document in the BI Portal and 

select the SCHEDULE option. You probably haven’t set up your email server configuration yet in 

Db2 Web Query, so we won’t do that just yet. With either Scheduler or Standard Edition you 

could also run this dashboard and distribute (or save to a network drive or the IFS) through a 

CL command. That method is good if you want to leverage your existing IBM i job scheduler.  
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  Collapse the DOCUMENTS folder on the BI Portal Resources panel.   

 

 

2.2.4 Visualizations 

 

Expand the Retail Samples -> Visualizations Folder by double clicking on it. Double click on 

the Executive Dashboard visualization. This is a very busy dashboard so give it a moment to 

load. 

 

Visualizations provide very interactive capabilities for end users. The Executive Dashboard 

sample has 3 columns, each representing 3 different perspectives on a measurement. The first 

column measure is Quantity sold, the second is Gross Profit, and the 3rd being Revenue. Each 

row of the dashboard represents different dimensions – totals, geographical dimension, and a 

time dimension initially by month in the last row.  
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Place your mouse cursor on the EMEA bar in the Quantity Sold by Region chart. Hover 

on that bar and note the pop up window that would allow you to drill down to sub-region, or 

filter the chart(s) to only focus on EMEA region. 

 

 

Do the same for one of the bars in the next chart over, Gross Profit by Product Category, and 

then the one over from that, Revenue by Store.  

  

Note that STORE is the lowest layer of that geographical dimension as you only have a DRILL 

UP option there.  

 



                                            
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Page 43                                                                                      © 2020 IBM Corporation 
 

Go back to the EMEA bar in the quantity sold bar chart, hover over it and select “Drill down to 

Store Business Sub Region.”  

 

 

Note the impact to the entire set of charts. Hover over the EUROPE sub business region, and 

drill down to STORE COUNTRY.  

 

You are now looking at data only from countries in the European sub region. If you want to, at 

any time, see the data that is behind the graph, there is a way to do that. In the Revenue by 

Store bar chart, click on the small arrow in the lower right hand side of that chart. Then 

click on the Data Grid icon.  

 

  

This changes the view from the bar chart to a data grid. Click on the data grid icon again to 

go back to the bar chart.   

 

For our next adventure into Visualizations, in the BI Portal interface, click on “Resources” in 

the upper right hand window to open up the list of folders. Navigate to Retail Samples, 

Visualizations, and double click on Store and Product Profit over Time visualization. This 

should run the report in a new browser window. 
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There is a lot going on here. You can hover over one the elements of the heat map to see 

filtering and drill up/down options, then do the same in the line chart showing gross profit over 

time at the product category level. There are multiple drilling options on both charts.  

 

Note that on the right-hand side you also see some different ways you can allow end users to 

manipulate the views. There are slider bars to select only certain year or month ranges, and 

selection boxes for different criteria for product category, region and store type. It might be a 

subtle point if you are new to Db2 Web Query Version 2.2.1 made it much easier for a report 

author to build this kind of powerful, yet intuitive, end user interface – all within the InfoAssist 

(or now referred to as InfoAssist PLUS) browser based report authoring component.   

 

For now, let’s focus on the most recent high profit years. Using the slider bar for years, move 

it to the right to only show 2014 to 2017 data. Since Q4 is also this company’s best 

quarter typically, let’s focus on just the months in Q4 by using the Sale,Month slider bar to 

select only months 10 through 12.  
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See how the selection criteria has altered the views on the visualization:  

 

 

 

For some selection criteria, you may want to make multiple selections available to the end user. 

In the Store,Business,Region selection area, click on both EMEA and North America. The 

charts will reflect your change.  
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Feel free to play around with this, or any of the visualization samples in the Retail Samples, 

Visualization folder. For now, close the Store and Product Profit over Time browser window 

and return to the BI Portal window.  

 

Scroll down a bit in the Retail Samples folder to get to the DEMO VIDEOS icon at the bottom 

of Retail Samples folder and double click on it.  

 

This brings up a Db2 Web Query web page (you can also do this outside of Db2 Web Query by 

just pointing your browser to ibm.biz/db2wq-221-videos). Every report, chart, document and 

visualization you have in the Retail Samples folder has an accompanying video demonstration 

not only showing you interacting with the report, but these were built.  

 

Note that different browsers behave differently for the demo videos, and some companies block 

access to Youtube. You can always go to our wiki page at http://ibm.biz/db2wqwiki and click on 

the VIDEO DEMONSTRATIONS link to get to product videos.  

 

http://ibm.biz/db2wqwiki
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Click on a couple of the videos to see some in action.  

 

After viewing a couple of videos, be sure to scroll down on that resource page and note the 

other links there to the “Nuts and Bolts” Redbook, additional Redbook tutorials, 

Consulting/Training options, and the Db2 Web Query wiki containing a wealth of technical 

documentation and information about everything Db2 Web Query!   
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3 Additional Information: Links 
 

Links:  

Ibm.biz/db2webqueryi  - main website 

Ibm.biz/db2wqwiki  - technical wiki 

Db2webqueryi.blogspot.com – Db2 Web Query blog 

Ibm.biz/db2wqezinstall – EZ-install getting started page 

Contact the Db2 Web Query Team at QU2@us.ibm.com 

 

file:///C:/Users/IBM_ADMIN/Documents/customer%20engagements/LABS/Ibm.biz/db2webqueryi
file:///C:/Users/IBM_ADMIN/Documents/customer%20engagements/LABS/Ibm.co/db2wqwiki
file:///C:/Users/IBM_ADMIN/Documents/customer%20engagements/LABS/Db2webqueryi.blogspot.com
file:///C:/Users/IBM_ADMIN/Documents/customer%20engagements/LABS/Ibm.biz/db2wqezinstall

